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Between the Ritual Law and Orthodox Political Reality
——A Study on Lu Wang’s Activities in Jinmen and Related Historical Memory

Chen Chunsheng

Abstract: The paper discusses the forms of the expression of ritual law and the significance of its changes in the local
historical narration under real political environment, basing on the Nanming (late Ming Dynasty) Lu Wang's activities in
Jinmen and the historical memory of more than 300 years afterwards. The author tries to prove Lu Wang's status of vassal
state and the country's crowned supervisor from various historical documents and on-the-spot investigations. The king was
some kind of a symbol of the continuation of the ritual and legal system, as well as the survival of Ming Dynasty. Because
of this, he insisted on fighting against the Qing Dynasty in spite of repeated failures. Then he lived a distressed life for
Zheng Chenggong's patronage for more than ten years of exiling residence in the deserted island in the southeast coast. But
during that time and the following three hundred years, historians, scholars and politicians had been concerning about his
life history, and his activities in Jinmem, he was repeatedly remodeled, and continually given new cultural significance.

Key words: Nanming; Lu Wang;Jinmen; historical memory; Cold War



